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PREFACE. 



This Kttle Work was not originally in- 
tended for publication; and its Author feels 
that the opinion of impartial readers, may 
differ widely from that which has been ex- 
pressed by those amongst his friends, who 
have favoured it with a perusal : but he trusts 
they will be too generous, to criticise with 
a microscopic eye, a work of so small pre- 
tensions, the production of a mind carefril 
and troubled about many things, and of a 
hand busied in other occupations. If he 
cannot say, *' Destroy it not, for a blessing 
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is in it,'* he may plead for it, as Lot did for 
Zoar, " Spare it ; is it not a little one ?" 

Of two chapters, at least, the one on 
trouble, and that on the exhortation to " cease 
from man," he can say, " I &pedk of what I 
do know, and testify that which I have seen ;" 
and, " as in water face answereth to face, so 
the heart of man to man;" his thoughts on 
those subjects, however defectively expressed, 
may perhaps meet with a response from more 
than a few persons of a congenial mind. 

He especially requests his readers to exer* 
else candour with respect to those passages 
which are exegetieal.: he has but little pre^^ 
tensions to learning, and what he dees possess, 
he would prefer using rather as the crutch 
of jan inyalid lor «uppoft, than a» the cane 
of a eoxcomb for flourish. At the same time, 
iie TentiH*e8 to 'bear his feeble testimony to 
the "ralue of a .knowledge of Hebrew, and to 
indorse the dedaoratien ef Luther, ^ I would 
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not be without the Kttle knowledge I have 
of the Hebrew language for untold sums of 
gold."* 

If he should appear to the clergy, and 
especially to the venerable prelate to whom 
the work is dedicated, and in whose diocese 
it is his privilege to reside, to have entrenched 
on their province, he hopes that the frank 
acknowledgment of his lay character, may 
procure for him their forgiveness. 

Eenninoton, 

15^^ June, 1860. 

* It is too well known, to all whom it most concerns, to 
require stating, that a knowledge of Hebrew is invaluable 
to the Biblical student, not only as being the oidginal of the 
Old Testament, but also as throwing a flood of light on 
many passages in the New Testament. At most, if not all, 
academies for dissenting ministers, it is required that every 
student should learn Hebrew. There are, no doubt, valid 
reasons, though unknown to the author, why all theological 
students at the Universities do not in this particular follow 
their example. 
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THE WAKRIOR. 

^'Let not him that girdeth on his harness [meaning armour] 
boast himself as he that putteth it off." — 1 Kings xx. 11. 

When the warrior is buckling on his armour, 
preparatory to the fight, be his prowess what 
it may, or however great or many may have 
been his former victories, it behoveth him to 
be thoughtful and sober-minded ; it is a time 
whence mirth and boasting should be excluded ; 
no smile should lighten up his countenance; 
no levity should exhibit itself in his demeanour ; 

B 
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no frivolity should play upon his lips ; but a 
serious aspect^ and an overcast brow^ should 
bear testimony to the forebodings of his mind. 
He has marches to perform^ toils to undergo^ 
dangers to encounter. Perils by land, and 
perils by water, beset him on every side. 
There are parched and burning deserts to be 
crossed; there are rivers to be waded; there 
are rugged roads to be traversed, or lofty 
mountains to be scaled. Marshes and malaria 
may intercept his course. Hurricanes, storms, 
and tempests may overtake him ; the stars in 
their courses may fight against Sisera; the 
pestilence may break out in the camp; pro- 
visions may fail; or some treacherous Sinon 
may betray him into the hands of his enemies. 
Many are the chances of war; the victory is 
not always to the strong; amid the cannon's 
roar, the clang of arms, and the double beat 
of the thundering drum, the stoutest heart 
may fail; every bullet hath its billet; one 
may be directed to him, and a sudden death 
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may be hk &tB, idien be hcapeA for a jojotm 
Tictory. 

But he who taketh off his annonr, when 
the war is over, may exult. He has botne 
the heat and burden of the day of battle, aad 
has lefb the field in safety, where *^ A thousand 
had fallen at his dde, and ten thousand at 
his right hand." H6 has been in deaths oft; 
yea, death hath been very near to him; he 
hath heard the sound of his pale horse's hoofii, 
and beheld his hideous face as he passed by, 
grinned at, and threatened him ; yet life is still 
his portion. When he takes off his helmet, 
he can say, " TTiis protected my head frran the 
flying ball that rattled against it.^ When he 
removeth his breastplate, he can say, " This 
guarded me from the gUttering spear that 
thirsted for my heart's blood." When he layetfa 
aside his shield, he can say, ^^ Tftis warded off 
the thrusts of my most deadly antagonists." 
Again will he behold the desire of his eyes; 
once more will he revel in the embraces of his 

B 2 
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diildren ; soon will he receive the gratulations 
of his friends ; then can he tell how he put 
the enemy to flight, how many he has wounded, 
how many slain ; how he turned not back in 
the day of battle. He can exhibit the blood- 
stained sword; he can spread out the spoils 
he has obtained, and point to the trophies 
of his victory. 

Let the Christian man, who is pledged by 
his baptism manfully to fight under Christ's 
banner against sin, the world, and the devil, 
and to continue His faithful soldier unto his 
life's end, ponder these words in his heart. 
Let him remember that he has to ^^ wrestle, 
not against flesh and blood, but against prin- 
cipalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places." Let him take 
to him the whole panoply of God ; but when 
he putteth it on, let him not rejoice as he 
who putteth it ofi*: for as there can be no 
fight where there is no enemy, and no victory 
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where there is no fight, so there can be no 
crown where there is no victory. 

The promise to the church in Smyrna may 
be appropriated by every Christian : " Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life." " To our own safety " (says 
the judicious Hooker) "our own sedulity is 
required ; and then blessed for ever and ever 
be that mother's child whose faith hath made 
him the child of God." 



SHOKT SSSATS 



THE ISRAELITES IN CAPTIVITY. 

** By the rivers of Babylon^ there we sat down, yea, we 
wtpt when we xamembeted Zioiu"'-*^Ps. czzzvii. 1. 

Whatever truth there may be in the as- 
sertion of Milton^ " The mind is its own place ; 
and, in itself^ can make a heaven of hell, a heU 
of heaven ;^ it is certain there is no feeling 
more common to man, or more deeply implanted 
in his breast, than that of a love to the land 
of his nativity and the scenes of his childhood ; 
when separated from them, thither his heart 
often points, and throbs with a desire to return. 

And this is not only true of the inhabitant 
of spots of picturesque beauty ; as, for example, 
the Swiss, who ever sighs once more to behold 
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the snow-capped Alps^ and the blue lakes ; to 
hear ^e cataract and the avalanche^ and to 
re'<K5Cupy his ch&let in the happy valley, the 
home of his ancestors, a free, a hardy, and a 
generoufi race : but it is equally true of those 
who have left places less favoured by nature, 
and is even shared by the poor Esquimaux. 

And if this feeling exist in the mind of 
every voluntary emigrant, it must predominate 
in the minds of the banished and the captive, 
to a degree that can be appreciated by none 
but themselves. 

Then what must have been the anguish of 
the Israelites, a highly sensitive and poetical 
people, when they were carried away from 
the land of promise, and the Mount Zion--^ 
beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole 
earth ; where they enjoyed privileges, far above 
all other nations — and were subjugated beneath 
the yoke of a cruel and insulting foe ? 

Methinks I see them at eventide, retiring 
from the din of the crowded city, and wending 
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their way, with slow and measured steps, towards 
the river side; the spot best suited for. contem- 
plation ; the usual haunt of the unhappy. 
Arrived at length, their harps suspended on 
the willows, they draw their outer garments 
close around them, to protect them from the 
evening breeze ; and, with dejected minds and 
drooping heads, sit down upon the bank, to 
brood in silent agony over calamities common 
to them all, but in detail and circumstance, 
peculiar to each; every heart knowing its own 
bitterness, with which a stranger cannot inter- 
meddle. 

AU is calm and still ; and the moon shines 
forth, and sheds a soft and silvery Kght, il- 
limiinating the river with its beams ; but ill 
the scene that offers rest, with hearts that 
cannot rest agrees. They know not whither to 
turn their thoughts for comfort. 

" When they think of their own native land. 
In a moment they seem to he there ; 
But, alas ! desolation at hand, 
Soon harries them back to despair. 



L. 
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If they think of the past, it brings regret for 
tihe privileges they have lost If they muse on 
the present, it causes anguish for the afflictions 
they endure. If they anticipate the future, it 
is firuitful in apprehension of evils yet to come. 
Every object they behold distresses them. If 
they turn their eyes upward, to the starry hosts 
of heaven, it is no longer to derive consolation 
from the promise made to their forefather 
Abraham, in the plain of Mamre, ^^ So shall 
thy seed be : " better for us, think they, had 
that promise never been pronounced, or never 
been fulfilled. If they look to the earth 
beneath, the thought that it will be their final 
resting-place instead of the sepulchres of their 
ancestors, doth but augment their misery. If 
they gaze upon the Chebar, flowing at their 
feet, it is but to regret tiieir beloved Jordan ; 
for if Abana and Fharpar, rivers of Damascus, 
were esteemed by Naaman, better than all tiie 
rivers of Israel, much more do they prefer 
theirs, to all the rivers of Babylon. 
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Their harps are upon the willows; and to 
the taunts of their enemies^ " Sing us one of 
the songs of Zion ? " they fidntly reply, " How 
can we sing the Lord's songs in a strange 
land r^ No more can they enjoy songs in the 
night I No more can Jubal's lyre or Miriam's 
timbrel incite their hearts to minstrelsy ! No 
more can the diapason resound, ^^ The Lord is 
my strength and song, and He is become my 
salvation.'' 

They ponder God's promises, by the mouth 
of His prophets, to appear for their deliverance ; 
and inly inquire, « Why is His chariot so long 
in coming? Why linger the wheels of His 
chariot ? " How long, Lord I how long ? 

Their spirits are overwhelmed within them ; 
their hearts within them are desolate ; the tears 
begin to trickle down their sallow, care-worn 
cheeks, and they weep so bitterly, that the 
whole scene, in their reminiscence of it, is 
described by tliemselves in these few pathetic 
words, " By the rivers of Babylon, there we 
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sat down, yea, we wept when we remembered 
Zion." 

So doth every Israelite indeed, considering 
himself a stranger in a strange land, sigh for 
the time of deliverance ; and ofiben are his eyes 
suffused with tears; but, oh, thou afflicted 
soul I tost with tempest and not comforted, 
trust in the Lord, and stay thyself upon thy 
God ; " Though His promise tarry, wait for it, 
for it will surely come, and will not tarry.'' 
^ Weeping may endure for a night, but joy 
Cometh in the morning." Thine eyes shall see 
the new Jerusalem, where ^^ the tabernacle of 

God is with men and He shall dwell with them, 
and they shall be His people, and God Himself 
shall be with them, and be their God; and 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." 

" Jerusalem, our happy home, 
Our hearts still long for thee ; 
Then shall our labours have an end. 
When we thy joys shall see." 
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THE TRANSITION. 

'Though ye have lien among the pots, yet shall ye be as 
the wings of a dove, covered with silver, and her feathers 
with yellow gold." — Ps. Ixviii. 13. 

The Creator has distinguished man from the 
lower animals, not only by enduing him with 
reason, but by giving him an upright form. 
The spirit of a beast goeth downward ; and he 
is so fashioned, as to look towards the earth ; 
his final resting-place : but the spirit of a man 
goeth upward; and he is made with his face 
towards heaven; his future dwelling-place. 
To bow down the head like a bulrush, denotes 
affliction of soul ; to sit down on the ground 
as did the captive Jews, by the rivers of 
"^abylon, betokens both sorrow and humilia- 
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tion ; and to lie amongst the pots, or in the 
ashes, signifies to be in a state of great afflic- 
tion and wretchedness. An allusion is pro- 
bably made, in the words under consideration, 
to the rows of stones on which the caldrons 
were placed for boiling ; something like, but of 
a more durable character, what Niebuhr tells 
us are used by the wandering Arabs. " Their 
fire-place is soon constructed; they only set 
their pots upon several separate stones (sur des 
pierres d^tachees)." Lying amongst these, 
denotes the most abject slavery ; for it seems 
to have been the place of rest allotted to the 
vilest slaves; so old Laertes is described by 

Homer as sleeping where the slaves do, in the 
ashes near the fire. 

The import of the passage appears to be, 

though ye have been a homeless, friendless 

people, solitary, degraded, despised, sordid, and 

loathsome ; outcasts from society ; an object of 

indifiercnce, if not of disgust, to every passer 

by ; with no eye to pity you, no heart to feel 
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for you^ no tongue to oonaole you; yet, a mar* 
veUons change shall take place in your con- 
dition^ fflmilar to that which occors in nature^ 
when the chrysalis^ which has long lien motion- 
less, and apparently lifeless^ bursts its shell, 
oomes forth a flying insect, spreads its little 
painted wings, and disports fix>m flower to 
flower, the rival of every one whose cup it 
sips. You shall be exalted to great honour; 
you shall present an appearance like that of 
the gay and brilliant plumage of an Eastern 
dove, when it displays its wings, fringed with 
silver and gold, glittering interchangeably in 
the sunbeams ; an object of dazzling beauty, 
that fills every eye with admiration, and every 
heart with rapture. 

This promise seems, primarily, to allude to 
the period when the children of Israel were 
brought out of the land of Egypt, and the 
house of bondage ; and were finally introduced 
into a state of dignity and splendour in the 
land of Canaan* But it may be illustrated 
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by the case of Joseph^ who was liberated from 
the prison in wUch he had been immured, 
when for a season foul lust had triumphed over 
purity^ and perjury had strangled truths and 
was exalted to a post of the highest honour 
under Pharaoh^ ^^g of Egypt: and also by 
the history of Job^ who still retained his in- 
tegrity after he had been stripped of all besides ; 
and in the end, " The Lord turned his captivity, 
and gave him twice as much as he had had 
before." 

It had its accomplishment, when the Church 
of Christ emerged from a state of trial and 
persecution, and entered upon one of peace 
and prosperity. 

It is fulfilled in the case of every one, who 
is raised, by divine grace, from the ruins of the 
Fall, and made to " sit down in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus." 

And it wiU have its final and most striking 
completion, when the bodies of the saints, sown 
in corruption, shall be raised in incorruption ; 
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sown in dishonour, sh^ be r^ed in glory; 
and white robes shall be given to them, as the 
emblemB of purity ; and palms shall be placed 
in their hands, as the emblems of victory; 
" where they shall need no candle, neither light 
of the sun, for the Lord God giveth them Ught, 
and they shall reign for ever and ever." 



ON SHORT TEXTS. 17 



THE COMPAKISON. 

*' A liying dog is better than a dead lion." — Eccl. ix. 4. 

The lion, majestic In his appearance, noble 
and generous in his nature, formidable for his 
strength, and terrific in his anger, well sustains 
the character of king of beasts. Hence he is 
the hieroglyphic representative of heroes and 
illustrious persons ; and, in heraldry, denotes 
command, magnanimity, vigilance, strength, 
and terror. Shaking his tawny mane, and 
making the forests to echo to their remotest 
• bounds with his tremendous roar, he fills every 
other animal with alarm : trembling, they flee 
before him, or slink into the covert at his 
approaclu 

C 
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But, the dead lion, oh, how changed! 
How is the mighty fallen! how are the 
weapons of his warfare perished! Behold 
him prostrate, stretched out, stiff and moveless 
as the sound and firm-set earth on which he 
lies. No more do others flee before him ; no 
more does he shake his tawny mane in anger ; 
no more do the forests echo with his roar. 
Stiff are the sinews of that tail, with which he 
was wont to lash his foaming sides ; closed are 
those eyes, which once flashed as fiery flames ; 
cool are those nostrils, whence belched forth 
the fume as &om a boiling caldron ; harmless 
are those talons, which once could tear his 
prey to pieces ; and those te^th, which could 
grind its bones to powder. 

The rains descending, refresh the parched 
and burning sands, but not for him! The 
streams still run in the desert, but not to slake 
his thirst I The moon arises, and sheds its 
sUyery Hght, but not to summon him from Ms 
lair ! The king of terrors has vanquished the 
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king of beasts; he has lien down, to lise up 
mo more ; but to be food for the wild beasts of 
the earth, and the fowls of the air ! 

But the living dog, the firiend, the com- 
panion, the delight of his master, can pursue 
in the chase, and hunt down the game for his 
table ; he can protect his house, by night, from 
ihe sons of violence. He, by his sagacity, 
can mortify the pride of man's superior breed ; 
be can snatch his master from the devouring 
waves ; he can watch over the cradle of his 
child, as did the famous Gelert, and defend 
its precious inmate from ihe hungry wolf, 
thirsting for its blood; he can foUow hif 
master's steps, watch his every look, and, 
plunging into the stream, gather the beauteous 
Jily, which he longed for, but could not readi, 
and lay it at his feet ; he can climb with him 
ihe brow of the mighty Helvellin ; and, if he 
perish there, continue a sentinel by hiis side, 
to drive away the hill fox and the raven, and 
guard his remains till they are discovered by 

C 2 
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thoae who are more capable, though not more 
viUing than he, to convey them to his bomej 
where his mother may weep, and his fnends m^ 
-deplore him. He can join himself the fwthful 
ally of those self-denying men, who, on the 
summit of St, Bernard's mount, devote them- 
selves to the rescue of travellers from the 
perils of the snow-storm ; or, if their efforts 
fiul, to deposit their remiuns in the morgue, 
appointed for their reception, on that barren 
spot, where no pious sacrilege could steal a 
grave.* Surely, surely, the living dog ia 
better than the dead lion 1 

The moral to be derived from this proverb 
appears to be, however much thou mayest he 
exalted above thy fellow-men, though thou 
mayest hold the rank amongst them, that the 
lion does amongst the brutes, yet death will 
reduce thee lower than the lowest amongst 
ring I therefore, " Whatsoever thine 

' "With plans Mcrilfge a gravt I stolo." 

YouHO : « Night," lil., lins 178. 
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band findeth to do, do it with thy might; 
for there is neither work, nor device, nor 
wisdom, nor knowledge, in the grave whither 
thou art going." 

" O let all the vain, light, momentary glory 
of the world perish with herself; and let us 
be conversant with more eternal things. Alas I 
this world is miserable; life is short; and 
death is sure." — S. August. : Lib. Confess. 
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MAN BORN TO TROUBLE. 

''Man is bom unto trouble, as the sparks finun ^21. 
sons of the burning coal] fly upward." — Job t. 7. 

By a law of nature, rivers run towards the 
sea, ever pursuing their course, pressing on 
and on, breaking down or overleaping every 
barrier, never satisfied tiU their waters axe 
mingled : like the sentimentalist, whose soul's 
affections are ever pouring. forth towards their 
object; and whose life, if he fail to obtain the 
desired union, is bound in shallows and in 
misery. 

And, by a like law of nature, fire, from 
that of the volcano, belching forth with terrific 
fury from its crater, to the tiny spark once 
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burled in the flint's bosom, ascending, seeks 
the sun, ever speeding towards its source: 
like the affectionate child, who flies to the 
embrace of a tender parent. 

And, as surely as the sparks fly upward, 
80 surely is man born to trouble. " Man 
that is bom of a woman hath but a short time 
to live, and is full of misery." There is a 
diversity of inheritances: all men are not 
born to inherit kingdoms, or estates, or 
honours, or riches; but this is a possession 
that every man is heir to. As every spark, 
from the first bom of the fire that blazed on 
the altar in Paradise,* to the last that shall 
be emitted from the embers of the world, 
when it and all that it inherits shaU be burnt 
up, flies upward, so every individual of mankind, 
from our first father Adam, who mourned the 
death of one son by the hand of another, 
to him who shall hear the blast of the last 

* The author begs to be excused for having here stated 
as a fact what he confesses is imaginative. 



24 SHORT ESSAYS 

tmmp^ is bom to trouble. It bath obtained 
a greater victory over our race than death 
itself: some have escaped deaths none escape 
trouble. It is not in this world like Abraham 
at Kirjath-arba, a stranger and a sojourner; 
but it hath made it its abiding dwelling-place. 
We read that in Egypt another king arose^ 
who knew not Joseph : of no one is it recorded 
that he knew not trouble. David's brethren 
inquired of him, " Where hast thou left those 
few sheep in the wilderness?" But the whole 
world is its wilderness, its flock is co-exten- 
sive with its inhabitants, and it never leaves 
them day or night. 

It has existed in every period of the world's 
history. Patriarchs and Prophets, Apostles3 
Confessors, and Martyrs, and all those of whom 
this world is least worthy, have been mast 
familiar with its face. Yea, when He who 
made the world came to redeem it, it ever 
followed Him, as the shadow doth the substance, 
till He uttered those memorable words, " It is 
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finished." If asked " Whence comest thou ? '* 
It answereth, " From going to and fro in the 
earth, and from walking up and down in it.'*^ 
It compasseth both sea and land, not to make 
one proselyte, as did the Pharisees, but to 
blanch many a cheek, and to draw a tear from 
every ^ye. 

It dodges man at every step ; it enters every 
abode. Like pale death, and ofb as his com- 
panion, it knocks both at the palaces of the 
great and the cottages of the poor. Unlike 
the world, it rarely goes where fortune smiles : 
with the wretched it abides. 

Like Proteus it can assume every shape* 
No sooner do men escape from it in one form, 
and rejoice in their freedom, than it assails 
them in another. A man cries out to his God, 
when its hand is upon him, ^^ Bring my soul 
out of prison, and I will praise Thee." He is 
heard ; but the vow is scarce performed, when 
it leaps upon him in another form^ drags him . 
back to the damp and dreary dungeon, and>: 
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cliarges tlie gaoler to keep him eafelj ; adding, 
" If thou let this man go, thou art not my 
friend," 

The Apocalyptic angel said to the heloved 
Apostle, " Come np higher, and I will BhoW 
thee greater things than these ; " hut trouble 
says to its favoured ones, " Come down lower, 
and I will show thee worse things than these." 

Sometimes it assumes the very form that its 
subject most of all dreaded; so that he has to 
mourn, " The thing that I greatly feared has 
come upon me." 

It regards no station, it respects no raidi ; 
it visiteth alike the king upon his throne, and 
tlie beggar upon the dunghill ; the rich man 
clothed in purple and fine linen, and Lazarus 
that lies at his gate. 

It spareth no age. It is with the innocent 
e, when it first Usps its little wants 
ther's ear; and taunts her in ihe 
" Take this child, and nurse it for 
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It comes to the young man^ when, nimble 
and gay, he glories in the dance, and triimiphs 
in the chase; and checks his buoyant spirit 
and overcasts his brow. 

It seizes the trembling hand of the aged 
man, when leaning on his oaken staff; and 
deepens the furrows in his cheek, and brings 
down his gray hairs, which itself hath planted, 
with sorrow to the grave. 

As the drops of the ocean, or the sands 
upon its shore, the sparks that fly upward are 
innimierable ; and so of trouble, if it be asked^ 
** What is thy name ? " it will answer, " My 
name is Legion, for we are many." No man 
can number them, for each one thinks that 
he knows some that are unknown to every 
other. 

Many sparks fly upward together from the 
aame Are. And troubles rarely come alone; 
they cluster, they love a crowd, they tread 
each other's heels. To some persons, their 
visits are so frequent; that they grow familiar 
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with them, and find them to be ih^ beet, 

though their least agreeable friends. 

Sparks Jfff; their tnotion is rapid. And 
trouble often comes suddenly and unexpectedly, . 
as the lightning darts from heaven, the pre- 
monitory warning of the thunder^a roar being 
unheard, or as the tiger springs from the 
thicket, or the felcon pounces from the sky, 
and seizes on its unsuspecling prey. Hence 
arise both the cause and the importance of the 
ejaculations, " O God, make speed to save us: 
O Lord, make baste to help us." 

The school-boy leaves his home, with 

" ahining morning face and satchel on his 

back," the pride and delight of his parents, 

whose eyes follow him till he can no more be 

seen, Alas I alas I he will no more be seen I . 

He is crushed beneath a chariot's wheels, and 

brought back a lifeless, mangled corpse. : 

hush I Seek not to console the be- . 

: sorrow is too sacred a place for any 

ve foot to enter j " What they suffer . 
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cannot be remedied^ wliat they have lost cannot 
be suppKed." 

A man lies down at night in the possession 
of wealth ; he is awaked on the morrow by 
the postman's knocks a letter reaches him^ he 
opens, he reads, — what does he read? The 
bank has failed; and with it that has gone 
wherein he trusted. No word is uttered ; no 
shriek is heard; the letter drops, an ashy 
paleness comes over him, he raises his hand 
to his brow, and falls back upon his couch an 
object at once both of pity to his friends, and 
of exultation to his foes. 

Oh I how true it is, " Man is born to trouble 
as the sparks fiy upward." " Everywhere " 
(saith St. Gregory) "is death, everywhere 
grief, everywhere desolation; on every side 
we are smitten, on every side filled with bit- 
terness." 

Then, O tried and afflicted soul, whosoever 
thou mayest be, " Think it not strange con- 
cerning the fiery trial that is to try you, as 
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though some strange thing had happened unto 
you," Kemember for thy encouragement the 
words of the great poet: — 

'^ Sweet are the uses of adversity, 
Which, like a toad, ugly and yenomons, 
Wears yet a precious jewel in his head." 

And those of a greater than he, " We must 
through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God.** 
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AM I A BKIER ? 

" The best of them is as a brier, the most upright is 
sharper than a thorn hedge." — ^Mic. vii. 4. 

The prophecies of Micah are delivered in 
lofty, animated, and sublime language; and 
although they are contained in seven short 
chapters, there are few beauties or elegancies 
of composition of which examples are not 
found in them. 

In the words under consideration the 
synonyme (which is very frequently met with 
in Hebrew poetry), in which the same fact is 
enunciated, or the same sentiment is expressed, 
in different words, in two consecutive sentences, 
is very conspicuous* It will be perceived, that 
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both the subject and predicate of each propo- 
sition are identical in sense : the words " best 
of them," in the first, correspond with "the 
most upright," in the second ; and " a brier," 
in the former, answers to " a thorn hedge," in 
the latter. If, therefore, the words " sharper 
than" (which are not in the original, as the 
italics indicate) are omitted, it will be seen 
that there is an exact correspondence in the 
meaning of both affirmatives. The words " of 
them" restrict the meaning; and the doctrine 
of the universal depravity of mankind, however 
capable of proof from other passages of Holy 
Scripture, can hav^ no support from this. 
The Prophet is lamenting the corrupt state of 
the Jewish church ; he says, " The good man 
is perished out of .the earth, and there is none 
upright among men ; " and it is of those who 
were left behind that he says, " The he^tofthem 
is as a brier ; the most upright is sharper than a 
'' n hedge." 

'ns and briers are never mentioned in 
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Holy Scripture as types of the righteous; 
whereas they are frequently used as types of 
the wicked : thus^ these are recorded amongst 
the last words of David, " The sons of Belial 
shall be all of them as thorns ; " and the fact 
that the curse pronounced upon the earth for 
Adam's transgression, was, ^^ Thorns also and 
thistles shall it bring forth to thee," renders 
them a strikingly appropriate type of those 
who are still under the curse. The best of 
these is but as a brier or a thorn hedge. They 
do not resemble the fir-tree and the pine, that 
raise their heads alofb towards the skies ; but, 
like the thorn or the brier, they cleave to the 
earth ; they are low in their aims, their affec- 
tions, and desires; their hopes are circum- 
scribed by the present life ; ^^ they build too 
low," because " they build below the skies ; " 
their best actions spring from the love of self, 
and not from the love of God ; they " walk 
according to the course of this world — ^in the 
light of their own fire, and in the sparks which 
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they have kindled." They are " the children 
of this world, who have their portion in this 
life." 

Thorns and briers inflict injury, and cause 
pain ; and so do the wicked : it is said, " One 
sinner destroyeth much good." They are in 
thiemselves like the troubled sea, that cannot 
rest; and they cause trouble and pain to all 
around them, especially to the godly. Thus, the 
righteous soul of Lot was vexed from day to 
day, in seeing and hearing the unlawful deeds 
of the wicked. The Psalmist says, " I was 
grieved when I saw the transgression of the 
wicked ; " and again, " Rivers of water run 
down mine eyes, because men keep not thy 
law." 

Thorns and briers are only fit to be burnt, 
and, in fact, they were used for that purpose ; 
for we read of the crackling of thorns under 
a pot ; and in the punishment reserved for the 
wicked hereafter, we can trace an analogy^ 
in this respect, of a character too striking 
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to require, and too awful to admit of explana- 
tion. 

It is to be feared that in this our day, when 
all profess and call themselves Christians, it 
may be said of many a family, many a con- 
gregation, many a community, " The best of 
them Is as a brier ; the most upright is sharper 
than a thorn hedge." Let, then, the best 
amongst us put this question to himself, " Am 
I more than a brier at best 9 " Do my affections 
still grovel here below; or am I, however 
faintly, yet sincerely endeavouring to arise and 
shake myself from the dust, and to ascend on the 
wings of love and purity to high and heavenly 
realities? Am I willing to sacrifice all the 
vain things that charm me most for the love 
of Christ and a tender conscience ? Am I, as 
becometh a stranger and a pilgrim here below, 
seeking a better country, that is, a heavenly 
one? Am I cultivating the meek and lowly 
spirit of my Saviour, and endeavouring as 
much as lyeth in me to live peaceably with all 

D 2 
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men; or am I^ hj a churlish carriage^ or a 
peeyish and fretful temper, inflicting injury or 
pain on those with whom I am associated in 
the daily walks of life? 

Am I bearing any of the good fruits of 
righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, to 
the glory and praise of God; or am I still 
altogether barren, like the thorn and the 
brier, whose end is to be burnt? 

*^ Happy is he that condemneth not himself 
in that thing which he alloweth." 
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CHILDEEN ALL IN ALL. 

'^ As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man, so are 
children of the youth," — Ps. exxvii. 4. 

When the mighty hunter, in days of yore, 
sallied forth in search of his prey, having bent 
his bow and made it ready, he took also with 
him his quiver, filled with arrows well fiir- 
bished, and prepared for slaughter. The 
prey discovered, with outstretched iron arm 
he fitted his arrow to the string, and took a 
deadly aim; the twang of the bow scarce 
heard, when lo ! as by a magic spell, the sturdy 
son of the forest fell prostrate and weltering 
to the ground. 

Were his flocks infested by prowling wolves. 
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or ravenous birds^ he summoned to his assist- 
ance the same faithful allies for their destruc- 
tion; and when subjected to the more fell 
attacks of hostile man^ who has ever been a 
wolf to his fellows, his arrows were found to 
be sharp, in the hearts of his enemies, whereby 
they fell under him. Thus did his arrows 
serve him alike for provision of his wants, and 
for defence from his foes: they were to him 
the one thing needfuL And are they not, in 
this respect, a very striking and appropriate 
emblem of children, who are all in all to their 
parents? Take from an affectionate parent 
all else he possesses, if you leave him liis 
children, he will feel himself rich in having 
them: take them away, and leave him what 
you will besides, you make him poor indeed. 
** I shall think," said one, who had been often 
in the depths of affliction, " if I ever lose a 
child, that I had never before known what 
trouble was." "If I am bereaved of my 
childrftn." ftflid Jacob, " I am bereaved." " In 
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Bamah was there a voice heard, lamentation^ 
and mourning and great woe ; Raphael weeping 
for her children, and would not be comforted, 
because they were not." Hence that pathetic 
lamentation of David, '^ O my son Absalom, 
my son, my son Absalom I Would God I had 
died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son I " 
Hence it was not for the loss of all else that 
he possessed, but when he heard of the death 
of liis sons and his daughters, that Job arose 
and rent his mantle. Hence also, when every 
other plague had failed to soften the obdurate 
heart of Pharaoh, there was reserved, as the 
last and heaviest that could be inflicted, the 
slaughter of the first-bom : while the father's 
joy, on the return of the prodigal, and that 
of the widow of Nain, on the raising of her 
son, tell forth the same universal feeling of 
the human heart. 

In truth, the lamp of love burns downward ; 
and what is pre-eminently true of the Creator, 
is so, in a measure, of the creature ; in whom 
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his image> though defaced^ Is not obKterated : 
** The father loveth the son," It is this prin-» 
ciple which gives the chief impulse to exertion 
in every walk of life ; it is for his children's 
sake that the advocate pleads^ the physician 
prescribes, the mariner ploughs the deep, the 
merchant negotiates, the tradesman bargains, 
the artizan toils ; and if you ask them what 
are their happiest moments, with united voice 
they will answer, those when their 

*' Children run to lisp their sire's return, 
And climb his knee the envied kiss to share.'' 

It is to his children that the parent looks 
forward for solace, and, if needed, for support, 
in his declining years ; and to their posterity, 
to perpetuate his name, when the place that 
once knew him on earth shall know him no 
more. " God help me," said an unfortunate 
monarch, "when I am forsaken by my own 
children." 
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ELISHA AND HIS DISCIPLES. 



a 



Alas, master ! fop it was borrowed." — 2 Kings vi. 5. 



€( 



All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God ; and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for instruction in righteousness." If we forget 
this express declaration of St. Paul, we shall 
be apt to undervalue the historical books of 
Scripture ; and consequently we shall lose the 
instruction and benefit which we might other- 
wise have derived from them. 

The narrative in which these words occur is 
of a highly interesting and instructive cha- 
racter. It appears that the number of the 
sons of the prophets, who dwelt with Elisha, 
had increased so much^ that their habitation was 
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too small to contain them ; that they became 
desirous of building for themselves a larger 
one, and that they selected the banks of the 
river Jordan as the most eligible site for the 
purpose, on account of the pleasantness of the 
situation, and the abundant supply of timber 
it would aiford for building the new ecKfice. 
The wish was made known to the prophet, 
who at once gave his sanction ; when one of 
them, perhaps more advanced in age, or of a 
bolder spirit than the others, or actuated by 
more love to his master, entreated that he 
would go with them ; thinking, probably, that 
he would make the best architect; that his 
venerable presence would animate them in 
their labour; that they would receive many 
a profitable lesson from his lips ; and that his 
prayers would bring down God's blessing on 
their undertaking. The good man, whose 
heart was perhaps as much in the work as 
their own, replied, " I will go." Together, 
therefore, they all went, having one common 
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object in view, the rearing of a building, the 
ultimate design of which was the glorifying 
of the Lord God of Israel. O happy master I 
with such disciples. O happy disciples ! with 
such a master. 

When they came to Jordan they began to 
cut down wood. Methinks I see them plying 
their labour, busy like a swarm of bees in early 
summer, scattered through the flowery fields, 
beneath a scorching sun, each one intent upon 
his task. But, as one was felling a beam, we 
may suppose he met some obstruction, and, 
with all the impetuosity of youth, asked, " Shall 
the axe boast itself against him thatheweth 
therewith ?" and then he put forth more strength ; 
when lo ! to his dismay, it broke in his hand, 
and the head fell into the water. What was 
his first thought upon this accident befalling 
it ? Was it, Alas ! how will my work be im- 
peded. Where can I procure another axe to 
complete my day's task? the building we so 
much want will be delayed ? No. His first 
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thought was that the axe was not his own ; he 
had borrowed it of another. There might 
have been some hallowed associations that 
endeared it to its owner; or it might have 
been the gift of a beloved relative, or of a 
valued friend; but this, at least, the young 
man felt, that what he had borrowed he ought 
to restore ; and how could he look its owner in 
the face, now that the axe appeared to be irre- 
trievably lost ? He exclaimed, ^^ Alas, master !'* 
He not only expressed his regret at what had 
occurred, but he expressed it to his master: 
for such were the kindly feelings existing 
between them; so happily had the prophet 
gained the confidence and affection of his 
disciple, that the latter knew he should be 
more likely, in his trouble, to meet with 
sympathy and assbtance from him than from 
any other. And he was not mistaken: the 
prophet yearned with all the affection of a 
parent over the young man in his misfortune; 
he was also anxious about his character. 
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as a servant of the Most High, and was 
unwilling that his " good should be evil spoken 
of," or that, by an omission of his duty 
to return what he had borrowed, an occa- 
sion should be given to the enemies of the 
Lord to blaspheme. Moreover, here was an 
opportunity afforded to him of exhibiting the 
mighty power wherewith God had endowed 
him, and thereby of bringing honour to his 
name. So he asked the young man, " Where 
fell it? And he showed him the place. And 
he cut down a stick, and cast it in thither ; 
and the iron did swim. Therefore, said he, 
take it up to thee. And he put out his hand, 
and took it." 

This young man's anxiety about the loss of 
what he had borrowed, is an example well 
worthy of imitation. He did not say within 
himself " It is not of much consequence, the 
owner has another axe, and can do without 
this ;" or " I borrowed it long since, and he will 
have forgotten it ;" or ^* He may not ask me for 
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it ; and if so I may assume he does not want 

it, and meant it as a gift." No such reasoning 

BS this, unworthy of a servant of God, entered 

into his mind. His eye was single. The axe 

was not his ; another had shown him kindness 

in lending it to him, and to be indifferent about 

its return would betray at once both injustice 
and ingratitude. 

*^ The wicked," says the Psalmist, " borroweth 
and payeth not again; but the righteous 
showeth mercy, and giveth." It is true we 
read that the children of Israel, at the com- 
mand of the Lord, borrowed of the Egyptians 
jewels of silver and jewels of gold, when 
about to leave their country, with no intention 
to return thither. But then, it must be re- 
membered that they had served the Egyptians 
as bondmen, and were entitled to a recompense 
for their sufferings. Besides, the word (b»u?) 
translated " borrowed," in the account given of 
that transaction, in the eleventh chapter of 
Exodus, is, in other parts of Scripture, 
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translated "asked;" and it is most probably 
the fact that the Israelites asked or demanded 
these articles of the Egyptians ; and that their 
request was voluntarily complied with; for it 
is said, "The Lord gave the people favour 
in the sight of the Egyptians." 

Our blessed Lord has made known to us that 
it is our duty to lend to him that hath need, 
saying, " From him that would borrow of thee, 
turn not thou away ; " but, as all relations 
involve reciprocal duties, the borrower is as 
much bound by this commandment to return 
a loan, as the owner is to lend it. 
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CONFIDENCE IN MAN UNSAFE. 

''Cease from man whose breath is in his nostrils; for 
wherein is he to be accounted of? " — Is. ii. 22. 

This language is not the utterance of a 
querulous misanthrope, or of a man of a 
melancholic temperament, or of a disordered 
imagination, but that of a prophet of the Most 
High; and it is corroborated by the deductions 
of sober reason, from premises based on an 
enlarged knowledge of human nature ; not as 
it came from the hands of its Maker, (in a 
state of uprightness, bearing on it the im- 
press of His image,) but prostrate, like him 
of Gaza in the lap of Delilah, and shorn of 
the rays of its original glory. 

Thou wilt do well, O reader, to take this 
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admonilion as a guide to thy feet, like a lamp 
that shineth in a dark place. Seek neither for 
the friendship or favour of man; nor put any 
trust in gifts or promises, professions or pro- 
testations, smiles or flattery ; if thou dost, thou 
wilt at length learn, by bitter experience, I 
say not of how little value, but how utterly 
wortMess these things are ; worthless as was 
the priest's blessing in the fable; gewgaws, 
nay, worse than gewgaws ; gewgaws do possess 
some value, these none. "Vitiosfi nuce non 
emerim — ^it is not worth the price of a rotten 
nut *' — would be a fit inscription for each one of 
them. As a dream, when one awaketh, so, 
when thou shalt awake, wilt thou despise their 
image. They are treacherous as quicksands ; 
unstable as water ; unsupporting as a broken 
reed. They are mere ignes fatui, siren's 
songs, Judas's kisses ; thrice happy he who is 
not fatally led astray by them. If weighed 
in the balance against a feather, " Mene, mene," 
might be written on them all. Let them be 

E 
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driven away as chafF before the wind; and 
being the lighter^ it will waft them to a greater 
distance ; the more remote the better. Ayaunt ! 
avaunt I and again I say avaunt ! 

They may , perhaps, serve to beguile thee for 
a moment, as did the tints of a bubble in 
childhood ; but, as then, so now, one glance, 
and anon the bubble bursts, and the illusion 
becomes apparent Who would not forego 
the honey to escape the sling ? " It is better" 
(says the Psalmist), "to trust in the Lord, 
than to put confidence in man. It is better to 
trust in the Lord than to put confidence in 
princes." " In this world " (saith St. Bernard), 
'^is much treachery, little truth; here all 
things are traps, here everything is beset with 



snares." 



Then all hail I thou better land, into which 
nothing that defileth shall enter; neither 
whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a 
lie ; but they which are written in the Lamb's 
Book of Life. 



ON 8H0KT TEXTS. &l 



THE FRUITFUL TREE. 

<< He shall be like a tree planted by the riTers of water, 
that bringeth forth his fruit in his season ; his leaf also shall 
not wither; .and whatsooTor he doeth shall prosper." — 

Ps. i. a. 

We find in Holy Scripture, frequent 
reference made to trees, as typical of men ; and 
descriptive of their different characters : thus, 
it is said of the wicked, when in great power, 
that ^* he spreadeth himself like a green bay 
tree;" while the righteous man, affirms of 
himself, " I am like a green olive tree in the 
house of God/' 

The comparison drawn in this text, is much 
better sustained in the original, than it is in 
either the English Bible, or Prayer-book 
version. It is submitted,, that the correct 

E 2 
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translation would be^ '^ He shall be like a tree 
planted by the streams [^ite] of water, that 
yieldeth its fruit in its season; its leaf also 
shall not wither; and all that it produceth 
shall flourish." 

Trees flourish better when planted on the 
banks of a flowing stream, whose waters 
irrigate their roots, than they do in situations, 
where they depend alone for supplies of 
moisture, upon the dews and partial showers. 

How is the eye charmed, while gazing on, 
and surveying the different parts and propor- 
tions, and noting the many beauties of a fine 
tree ; whose stem, rising majestically from the 
earth, sends forth abundance of branches, 
varied in size, and often of grotesque form ; 
whence spring others of lesser growth, covered 
with green» foliage, wafted to and fro by the 
zephyrs, and loaded with clustering blossoms 
of party-coloured tints ; or bowed down by the 
weight of a luxuriant crop of fruit I 

It is a subject well worthy of contemplation, 



ON SHORT TEXTS. 53 

in what respects the man^ who walketh not in 
the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scornful, but whose delight is in the law of the 
Lord, may be said to resemble such a tree. 

A tree serves for various useful purposes: 
and a godly man, while he answers the highest 
end of his existence, which is to glorify God, 
is also useful to his fellows in his generation. 
He strives in his daily walk, to practise the 
tJungs commanded by the law, in which he 
meditates unceasingly. He discharges the 
duties of his station, be that station what it 
may, with fidelity and diligence. He loves 
his neighbour as himself; and as he has 
opportunity, he does good unto all men; 
especially to them that are of the household of 
faith. 

A tree affords a shelter from the sultry, 
scorching beams of the noonday sun : and the 
godly shelter the world from the wrath of 
God, which, but for their sakes, might come 
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upon it to the uttermost. If but ten righteous 
souls had been found therein^ the cities of the 
plain would have been delivered from destruo- 
tion for their sakes ; and Christians are called 
^^ the salt of the earth : " hj their example, 
they keep the world from entire moral corrup- 
tion; and by their prayers, bring down the 
blessing of God upon it. * 

A tree is fruitful: and the godly man is 
filled with the fruits of righteousness, which 
are by Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of 
God. 

A tree is ornamental : and so is the godly, 
when clothed in the robe of his Saviour's 
righteousness ; and adorned with the graces of 
the Holy Spirit. 

A fruit tree affords sustenance: and the 
good man " giveth of his bread to the poor ; " 
and, " when he seeth his brother hath need, he 
shutteth not the bowels of his compassion from 
him," but, " having freely received, he freely 



^es." 
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As a tree thrives best by the waterside^ so 
does a Christian^ when he most values^ and 
makes use of, the means of grace, appointed 
by God for the maintenance of his spiritual 
life. " Private prayer," (says Matthew Henry) 
^* waters the roots of our profession ; public 
prayer waters the leaves." 
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THE FAIR WOMAN WITHOUT 
DISCRETION. 



'^ As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, so is a fair woman 
which is without discretion." — Proy. ii. 22. 



The swine^ ungainly in its appearance^ 
ferocious in its nature, and filthy in its habits, 
must be assigned a low rank in the brute 
creation. It is well known, to have been 
classed amongst the unclean beasts, in the 
Mosaic law; and it has ever been held in 
abomination by the Jews, as being one of the 
most filthy of animals. It is also gluttonous, 
fierce, quarrelsome, noisy, and lustful. Hence, 
when in the lowest state of degradation, the 
Prodigal had assigned to him, as the meanest 
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of all occupations^ to go into the field to feed 
swine. Hence also^ when the legion of devils 
were cast out of the demoniac^ they besought^ 
as a boon the least likely to be denied to them, 
that they might be permitted to enter into the 
herd of swine. 

It would appear to have been the custom, in 
Eastern countries, as it is with us, to put a 
ring in the swine's snout; and the ornament 
here mentioned, was a ring of gold ; and had 
commonly two pearls, and one ruby between, 
placed in it. According to Harmer's " Oriental 
Customs," in almost all the East, the women 
wear these rings in their noses, in the left 
nostril, which is bored low down in the middle. 
Now a hog, wallowing in the mire, adorned 
with such a jewel, would be a most ludicrous 
sight ; as combining the costly with the worth- 
less, the beautiful with the unsightly, the 
brilliant with the unclean. The right thing, 
to produce its proper effect, must be put in the 
right place ; and what would, in itself, be an 
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object of admiration^ with such an association, 
could only excite a look of contempt, a smile 
of derision, or an expression of disgust. 

So the beauty of a fair woman, though so 
luxuriant, that it might be said, 

" A yery shower 
Of beauty, is her earthly dower; '* 

whom the eye blesseth, when it seeth her ; 
whose approach lightens up every counte- 
nance; whose departure clouds every brow; 
who, beheld by man, makes every eye sparkle, 
every breast heave, every heart thrill ; when 
seen by woman, excites the jealousy of some, 
the rivalry of many, and the envy of all — ^the 
pride of him who begat her ; the desire of him 
who espoused her ; the joy of those who attend 
her — yet, lacking discretion to preserve her, 
and understanding to keep her, appears, to the 
discriminating eye of the wise and the prudent, 
as misplaced, as doth a jewel of gold in a 
swine's snout. 
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THE LAMENTATION. 

^' Woe is me, that I sojourn in Mesech, that I dwell in the 
tents of Kedar." — Ps. cxx. 6, 

It is a matter of very little consequence 
what kind of accommodation is afforded to us^ 
or what is the character of the inmates^ at the 
inn by the road side, where we bait for an 
hour, or in the village where we intend to tarry 
only for the night; but where we shall take 
up our permanent abode is, to the prudent 
and thoughtful, the subject of much previous 
consideration, and of many anxious inquiries : 
the chief object of solicitude being to ascer- 
tain whether the inhabitants are of a character 
congenial with our own ; for, if not, whatever 
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may be the advantages of the situation, as 
regards the nature of the soil, the salubritjr 
of the air, and all those other adjuncts that 
make a place healthful and pleasant, still there 
can be no prospect of anything but discomfort. 

David is supposed to have penned this Psalm 
when the calumnies of Doeg and others forced 
him to flee his country ; and when, hunted from 
place to place, like Noah's dove, he could find 
no rest for the sole of his foot. 

Supplied with a scanty portion of hallowed 
bread, by Abimelech the priest, and armed 
with the sword wherewith he had slain Goliatii, 
he took refuge in the cave of AduUam; and 
it was probably to the time which he spent 
im the solicitude and gloom of that retreat, or 
mayhap to his abode in the forest of Hareth, 
that he alluded in the words with which the 
Psalm commences, " In my distress I cried 
unto the Lord." Then it was that, in tiie 
multitude of his thoughts within him, he called 
^0 mind what kind of people they were amongst 
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whom his lot was cast; and uttered the dolefiil 
lamentation, "Woe is me, that I sojourn in 
Mesech, that I dwell in the tents of Kedar." 

Mesech was the son of Japhet, whose de- 
scendants inhabited the mountains bordering 
upon Colchis, Iberia, and Armenia. Kedar 
was a son of Ishmael, whose posterity dwelt 
in the south of Arabia Deserta. And the 
import of this lamentation appears to be. Woe 
is me, how unfortunate, how desolate, how 
miserable is my situation, while I dwell in the 
midst of a fierce and barbarous people, resem- 
bling those wandering tribes, the children of 
Mesech and Kedar ; who have no fixed dwelling 
pkce, who live by rapine and war, whose hand 
is against every man, and every man's hand 
is against them. " I am a man of peace ; but 
when I speak, they are for war." " Oh that 
I had wings like a dove 1 for then would I fly 
away and be at rest." 

It was thus that our blessed Lord felt when 
He came to His own, and they received Him 
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not; when He found lliem to be a disobedient 
and gainsaying people^ and addressed them in 
this language, " O faithless and perverse gene- 
ration, how long shall I be with you? how 
long shall I suflfer you ? ^ And most of all, 
when, the time having arrived in which He 
appeared to be delivered over into the hands 
of His enemies. He said, " This is your hour 
and tiie power of darkness." 

And so the true followers of Christ, who 
** are not of this world, even as He was not of 
this world," are often ill at ease while they 
have their dwelling amongst the sons of men, 
*' who love vanity and seek after leasing ; for 
" Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus 
is the Christ ? " And how many that confess 
Him with their lips in works deny Him I Witii 
reference to such, they may well adopt the 
language of the Psalmist, "What shall be 
given unto thee ? or what shall be done unto 

thee, thou false tongue ? Sharp arrows of the 

« 

mighty with coals of jumper." 
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And even now they need not marvel, as 
though some strange thing had happened to 
Aem, if they find that he who ia bom after 
the flesh persecuteth him that is bom after 
the Spirit But, where that does not occur, 
they are so dissimilar in their tastes, their 
pursuits, their pleasures, their aims, their 
hopes, and their prospects, that each may say 
to the other, " Between you and me there is 
a great gulf fixed :" for " what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness ? and what 
communion hath light with darkness." This 
makes the true Christian long for the hour 
to arriye which shall translate him from earth 
to heaven ; the world to him is a shaded arch, 
through which he looks out to the glory to be 
revealed; and, in the prospect, he exclaims^ 
with one of old, " O joy, above joy, exceeding 
all joy, without which there is no joy, when 
shaU I enter thee, that I may see my Ood 
that dwelleth in thee t" — S. August. : Soliloq. 
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THE GOOD PHYSICIAN. 

''They that be whole need not the physician, but they 
that are sick."— Matt. is. 12. 

It is an obvious fact, that the various 
occupations and professions which different men 
follow, arise out of our wants and necessities. 
If we never suffered from hunger, where would 
be the need of the provision merchant t Had 
nature furnished us with a covering, as she 
has the brute creation, the clothier would be 
useless. If we required no better shelter than 
the beasts of the field, and the fowls of the air, 
the architect and the builder would be un- 
known. If all men were just and upright, in 
their dealings with their fellow-men ; and if 
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brawls and contentions never arose between 
them, what occasion would there be for the 
lawyer? And if sickness and disease never 
invaded our house of clay, we could well 
dispense with the physician. " The full soul 
loatheth the honeycomb." He that knoweth 
not that he is naked, will not "buy white 
raiment that he may be clothed." It is only 
he who needs a shelter, that flees to the rock, 
or takes refiige in the citadel. He that hath 
no matter of variance with another will not 
seek the lawyer's aid; and he that is whole 
will not go to the physician. 

^^ To everything," says Solomon, " there is 
a season ; and a time to every purpose under 
the heaven." When all our members perform 
their functions aright, and all our faculties are 
sound ; when the pulse beats regularly ; when 
the feet carry us whither we would go ; when 
the arm is vigorous, and the hands perform 
their ordinary labour ; when the eye sees every 
object clearly, the ear nicely discerneth sounds, 



66 SHOBT ESSAYS 

flod the tongue distinctly articulates wor^; 
when we suffer no pain, and we are alike free 
&om bnrm.^ ferer, ehiyering ague, and wwtiiig 
atrophy, we may mock at fear ; we may say, 
'^ Aha I I am whole, what need have I of the 
physician f Throw phyric to the dogs." 

But, when disease approaches us, in any one 
of those numerous forms in which it attacks 
our frail tenement; then the need of the 
physician is at once felt; and no expense is 
spared, no effort neglected, to procure his aid : 
then the swift messenger is despatched in haste ; 
all delay is deprecated ; much anxiety is felt 
for his arrival ; the sound of his chariot wheels 
is attentively listened for; his approach is 
hailed with pleasure; the welcome hand is 
stretched out to receive him ; and not a moment 
is lost, in ushering him into the apartment^ 
where his patient is lodged. 

Our blessed Lord uttered these gracious 
words when the Pharisees, who had observed 
that many publicans and sinners, came and sat 
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down with Him aad His d^fidples^ put tiie 
question, "Why eateth your Master witfi 
publkans and sinners ?" and they clearly 
intimate, that He came to heal the souls of meii> 
infected with sin, " the &ult and corruption of 
the nature of every man, that naturally is 
engendered of the offspring of Adam : " * for 
He adds, " I am not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance." 

Of all the titles borne by our blessed Lord, 
this of Physician is one of the most significant ; 
and it is fraught with muck consolation to His 
true followers, who feel that they have " gone 
as far as possible from original righteousness,"! 
that their whole head is sick, and their whole 
heart faint They may have had recourse to 
many empirics, who could not heal them ; they 
may have tried many remedies of their own 
devising, which have all failed ; and at length, 

• Article IX. 

t Ibidem, In the Latin it is '^ qtuim longmim^,** which 
might be rendered as aboye. 

F 2 
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almost in desptur, enquired, " Is there no balm 
in Grilead t Is there no Physician there t " 
When, O amazing love 1 a Phywcian came to 
thdr relief, who " Himself took our infirmities, 
and bare our dcknessee." 

But, as he who is whole, or knows not that 

he is sick, values not a physician, so the man 

who is not conscious of sin, the disease of the 

soul, will never come to Christ in earnest to 

be healed by Him. As " no man can redeem 

his brother from death, or give to God a ransom 

for him," neither can he produce in him that 

genuine conviction of ein, which is the precursor 

of salvation. Oh no I this is the special work 

of God the Holy Spirit But then, be it 

remembered, the Holy Spirit is promised in 

3wer to prayer ; and under His teaching, the 

il will cry out with St. Augustine, " Lord 

merciful to me I Ah me I behold I hide 

t my wounds, Thou art a physician, and I am 

k ; Thou art merci^, and I am miserable." 
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THE LAUGHTER OF A FOOL. 



" As the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter 
of the fool."— Ecc. vii. 6. 



That there's a Being above us, " all nature 
cries aloud through all her works." From the 
glorious sun in the firmament, to the glow- 
worm's lamp ; from the mighty ocean, to the 
tiny dew-drop; from the huge leviathan, to 
the smallest animalcule ; from the lofty fir, to 
the thorn and the thistle ; all things proclaim^ 
*^ The hand that made us is divine." 

And every creature of God is good, and was 
made for some useful purpose ; not a blade of 
grass that grows in the field, not a grain of 
sand on the sea-shore, not a mote that floats in 
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the sunbeams, but what, in some way, subserves 
its Creator^s pleasure : for, " The Lord hath 
made all things for Himself" 

Wlien God's works are the subject of 
investigation, it must be confessed, that the 
height of human knowledge, is but to know 
how little can be known : and, if the removal 
of the smallest wheel deranges the most com- 
plicated machine of man's invention, who knows 
whether the existence of the meanest link of 
nature's ikmily, may not be necessary to the 
well-being of the whole t 

It is well worthy of observation, that thorns 
were denounced as the fruit of m&n's first 
transgresflion ; and yet we find that, at a very 
early period, they furnished him with a useM 
artide for fuel ; and it appears from the text 
that they composed the fire, used for culinary 
purposes. And the comparison of the crackling 
noise made by burning thorns, to the lau^iter 
of a fool, must commend itself as veiy appre- 
^Yiate and natural, and one likely to occur to 
imaginative mind* 
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The cracklijQg of th(»riiB, ib not like tibe 
mime of the pipe, or the harp, wherebj wie 
koow whskt is paped or harped : but it is like 
thB 6©u«ii«g brasB. and the linkHag cymbal, 
between which there is no distinctiaQ : so, the 
Iflugfaiter of a &0I9 Hke the talie of an idiot^ 
tibough it m&j be fnll of sound, y^t it signifieth 
nothing. 

" Behold," saith ihe Apostle James, " how 
great a matter a little £re kindleth," and this 
would strikingly apply to thorns, from their 
dry and inflammable nature. And what a 
trifle will excite the laughter of a fool.! He 
needs not the paniomime, the comic song, or 
the jovial tale, to incite his heart to merriment; 
for the veriest trifle, he will set the table in a 
roar. Sometimes Jie laughs for nothing, or 
because he has nothisig to laugh at, or knows 
not why he laughs. He even laughs, where 
he ought to weep, at the mischances and the 
calamities of his neighbours : and, worst of all 
— ^the climax of his folly — ^the fool makes a 
mock of sin. 
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Wliile the thorns under the pot are cracklings 
the fire is consuming them; and so it often 
happens with the fool ; when his &ce is con- 
vulsed with laughter, his heart is consuming with 
corrosive care. It was the confession of a gay 
worldling, after his conversion to God, that he 
always felt the most unhappy, when he appeared 
to others the most cheerful ; and that, on one 
occasion, whilst being complimented on his 
vivacity, he wished himself a dog that he saw 
pass by the window. " Even in laughter," 
says Solomon, " the heart is sorrowftd.'* 
** While I was musing," said the Psalmist, 
"the fire burned;" and the fool may say, 
*' While I was laughing, the fire burned." 
The more the fire bums the more the thorns 
crackle ; and the more the fool bums, the more 
he laughs: but "the end of that mirth is 
heaviness." 

The burning of thorns soon comes to an end ; 
and the laughter of the fool is soon turned to 
mourning, and his joy to heaviness. With the 
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righteous " weeping may endure for a night, 
but joy Cometh in the morning ; " with the 
fool, laughter may endure for a night, but grief 
Cometh in the morning. While the former is 
sustained by the assurance, '^ Blessed are they 
tiiiat mourn: for they shall be comforted;" 
the latter receives the withering rebuke, 
*' Woe unto you that laugh now I for ye shall 
mourn and weep." 

** What profit is there in momentary mirth t 
Where is their laughter? Where is their 
mirth ? From how much joy to how much 
sadness f After how much mirth, how much 
misery ! "* 



* Hugo, '' De Animft. 



99 



BBOItT ES8A.TB 



THE HAPPY AVOWAL. 

" J«rd, my heart i» not haughty." — Pe. cxni. 1. 

If pride were not bo odious in ^ nAturei 
and 80 dangerous in ita coDsequeneee, it mi^t 
well excite a emile of derision, that man, " the 
aon of oomiption, the heir of rottenness, eeized 
upon hy foil;, a lamp of ignorance and sin 
and shame and death, and who has multiplied 
his miseries bj his vile actions,"* should be 
proud ; that the words " pride " and " man " 
should ever occur in the same sentence — should 
ever be uttered with the same breath. Yet 
proud he ie. " Viun man would be wise," hut 
—"-I man is proud. Dost thou ask for the 
)f ? Go abroad into the world ; visit men, 
* Bishop Taylor's " Gotden Grove." 
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wlietber of noble or of plebeian rank ; enter tke 
mort^ the Benate-houee^ the law conrtB, the 
saloon of pleasure, the seat of learnings yea, 
the church itself; or look into the secret 
chamber of thine own heart. 

" Why, who cries out on piide, 
That can therein tax any piivate party ? 
Both it not flow as hugely as the sea, 
Till that t)ie very very means do ebb ? " 

** Pride/' says Hoc&er, ** is a vice which 
sticketh so close unto the heart of man, that 
if we were to strip ourselves of all faults one 
by one, we should undoubtedly find it the 
very last, and the hardest to put off," 

If that great and holy man were now alive, 
he would raise his voice against pride, as lie 
did in his own day, as one of lie crying sirs 
of the present age. Whence comes it but 
firom pride of heart, that men have so over- 
weening an opinion of their own importance, 
and set so high an estimate on their own vir- 
tues, talents, and attainments ? And whence. 
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but to the same polluted source^ are we to 
trace their depredation of others? Whence 
springs it but firom pride, that the term 
** respectable " is applied without any qualifi- 
cation to the man of position, or of wealth, 
and is not ceded to others, except with some 
such qualification as ^^ in tiieir station ? " As 
if godliness and honesty did not constitute the 
highest respectability, irrespective of social 
rank or possessions. Whence springs it but 
from pride, that men's presumptions are almost 
invariably derogatory to their neighbours? 
Whence, unless from pride, do they so often, 
upon a slight knowledge of persons, €Lssume 
them to be wanting in a liberal education, when 
in &ct they may have credentials which attest 
tlie contrary ; and so seldom, if ever, conunit 
tlie opposite mistake? Whence, unless from 
pride, do they so often, contrary to the fact^ 
take it for granted that he has no ancestral 
honours who does not boast of them, or exhibit 
Vem in armorial bearings? Whence is it. 
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except from pride, that the announcement that 
the poor man is related to the rich, or the 
comparatively mean man to the honourable, 
is so often met with the expression or the 
look of surprise ; and the announcement of the 
reverse with one of exultation? Whence 
comes it but from pride, that men are so 
unwilling to acknowledge a superior, and that 
they so often " treat their equals as inferiors, 
their inferiors as servants, and their servants 
as slaves ? "* It is true that defective judg- 
ment, ill-breeding, or some other proximate 
cause, may be assigned for these failings, and 
so may wrath be the proximate cause of a 
man. smiting one undeservedly on the cheek; 
yet, according to Holy Scripture, wrath is to 
be traced to pride. 

Pride is a thing odious i;i its nature; for 
^* The fear of the Lord is to hate pride and 
arrogancy:" and even the proud man, while 
he cherishes it in himself, hates it in another. 

* Hooker. 
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Pride is a bad company keeper : it is sup- 
ported on one side hj blasphemy^ and on the 
other side by foolishness^ Mark vii. 22. 

Pride is a deceittiil thing. ** There is no 
doubt that going in rags may be pride^ and 
thrones may be challenged with humility.'* 
" A foul scar may be covered with a fair cloth, 
and as proud as Lucifer may be in appearance 
lowly.*** 

Pride is a thing dangerous in its conse- 
quences ; for it " goeth before destruction, 
and a haughty spirit before a falL" 

Then, O proud man, whosoever thou art, 
thou art a miserable man; proud, because 
thou art miserable; miserable, because thou 
art proud. " Thou mayest brag outwardly, but 
thou beggest inwardly ; thou mayest be pujBTed 
up, but thou art not full."t 

Wouldst thou escape the consequences of 
pride ? Flee from it, as thou wouldst from a 
tottering wall, or a £sdling chimney-stack. 

• Hooker. t St. Hieron. 
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The Psalmist could say, not to his fellow- 
creatures, but to the heart-searching God, 
" Lord, my heart is not haughty ; " and we 
may be sure it was not a yain glorious boast, 
but the simple utterance of what the speaker 
knew would be endorsed by Him to whom it 
was addressed. He had attained the grace of 
humility ; but it grew not in the soil of nature ; 
it was a fruit of the Holy Spirit, which he so 
earnestly prayed might not be taken from him. 
Happy, thrice happy the man, whoever he 
may be, who can, with the same sincerity, echo 
this language: ^^ For though God resisteth 
the proud, he giveth grace to the humble;^' 
and, ^^ Thus saith the high and lofty One that 
inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy, I 
dwell, I dwell in the high and holy place, 
with him also that is of a humble and con- 
trite spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, 
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones." 
Then, oh how true are the words of the wise 
man : *' Before honour ia humility I " 
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THE CONTRAST. 

" I »^d, days Bhould epeak, and laoltitade of years should 
teach nisdom," — Job utili, 7. 

"What ! methinke I hear some young man 

excl^m, am I to give place to the aged P Has 

it come to this ? Am I, born in an age of bo 

much improvement, I, whose faculties are in 

their prime, who have recently completed my 

education at one of the cluef seats of learning, 

I, whose luind is like a well-watered garden ; 

whose memory is stored witii the rules of logic, 

of the schoolmen, the precepts of 

, and the saws of the wise ; I, 

nation has recently revelled in the 

of the finest poets of Greece and 
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Some ; I, whose powers of oratory have been 
framed on the best models of antiquity — ^am I 
to give place to the aged man; to one of a 
former generation which has passed away^ (and 
happily for us of the present generation, whose 
absurd notions, tastes, and habits, have passed 
away with it, except in the case of the old, with 
whom they still linger,) one whose faculties are 
on the wane, whose memory has failed, who 
may, perhaps, have forgotten more than I ever 
knew, but, having forgotten it, it is the same 
as if he had not known it ; one whose judgment 
is impaired, whose imagination is entirely 
exhausted, and whose voice has become feeble 
and tremulous, one who has nearly done with 
the world, which he is about soon to quit, in 
which he takes but little interest, and conse-^ 
quently knows but little? Days should, 
indeed, speak to days : let the old speak to the 
old ; let them talk with each other of the time 
when they, like us, were in the vigour of life, 
and possession of all their powers ; and when 

G 
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i^hey could converse, as -we can now, for the 
edification of the hearer ; but let them not 
*think that they are entitled to the preference 
when compared with the young. Shall the 
decayed tree boast itself against the sapling P 
Shall the exhausted river vaunt over the flowing 
«tream ? Or shall the flickering light exult 
oyer the meridian sun? The wheel turns 
round : their fathers had to give place to them.; 
they must do the same to us. Their part in 
the drama of life is over ; it is now our turn 
to come on the stage. 

And now, by my young friend's permission^ 
I wiU say a few words on the other side, if he 
will condescend so much as to listen to one 
older than himself, but not far gone in years. 
** I speak not to disprove what he has said ; but 
here I am to speak what I do know." 

In old age the fervour of the passions, than 
which nothing is more likely to give a wroi^ 
bias to the judgment, is very much subdued; 
and an old man takes a calmer view of a 
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question than he did, or was capable of doii^, 
in his youth. It is no iniringement on the 
dignity of youth, to teU them that, in one 
respect, at least, that is in experience, they 
must yield to their seniors ; there are instances 
where this raises the views of the aged, on 
some subjects, almost to intuition. It is, 
.consequently, the part of wisdom in the young, 
in all matters of experience in the affairs of 
human life, to consult the aged; who, supposing 
their faculties to be unimpaired, are the most 
capable of giving them information and advice. 
A very sensible writer has said, when speaking 
of man in his old age, ^^ His opinions are rarely 
wrong upon any general question of hiunan 
prudence. On the one hand he looks directly 
to the end of a subject, without being amused, 
distracted, and deceived by inmunerable inter- 
ventions of false promise, which mislead a 
juvenile calculator : and on the other, he will 
call up, when necessary, a thousand intrusive 
catastrophes between the cup and the lip, of 

G 2 



84 SHORT ESSAYS 

which his younger fiiend never dreamt for a 
moment" 

In addition to this^ it may be remarked^ that 
the many mistakes the old man has had to 
correct, in a long Kfe, have taught him the 
importance of well weighing his words, before 
he gives them expression ; as the young man 
learns the need of caution, by his slips on the 
ice. 
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THE SELF-DECEIVER. 

" Let no man deceive himself." — 1 Cor. iii. 18. 

Self-pbesebvation has been called the 
first law of nature; and whence does this 
spring, in a rational being, but from self-love I 
The love of ourselves was doubtless implanted 
within us, by our Creator, for wise purposes ; 
and whatever is the dictate of our nature, as it 
existed in its primeval state of innocence, is 
to be regarded in the light of a command to 
which we owe obedience. It is, then, as much 
our duty to love ourselves as if God had 
addressed us by a voice from heaven, in the 
words of St. Paul to the Philippian jailor, ^^ Do 
thyself no harm." 
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But inordinate self-love^ thougli developed 
in a variety of different ways, is the charac- 
toristic of man in his fallen- state; it is 
the very bane of our nature ; and to it may be 
traced all our other evil propensities, which 
moot in it as do the rays in a focus. 

Thou why the necessity for this conmiand, 
" Lot no man deceive himself? " Are self-love 
and self-deception compatible? There is 
notiiing we dislike more than to be deceived. 
To bo robbed openly, to suffer any injury or 
insult, is not so distasteful to us as to be de^ 
coivod ; it so wounds our pride to be de- 
ceived, tricked and outwitted ; we would ratiier 
have an open foe than a pretending Mend. 
Then why, again it may be asked, is this 
injunction given? Can man inflict that on 
himself which he cannot bear from another? 
That Satan should deceive man, that one man 
should deceive another, is not so surprising; 
but that a man should deceive himself, seema 

^xedible : the pride of man's heart revolts at 
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the imputation; yet there it. is^ indelibly 
written on the page of inspiration^ ^^Let no 
man deceive himself." You may erase it from 
your own Bible, but it will remain in your 
neighbour's; and^ if it could be blotted out 
of every version and every manuscript 
extant, it would not alter the &ct that the 
command has been issued. And it is a com- 
mand to alL It is not said, " Let not him who 
is a deceiver of others," or ** Let not the young, 
the ignorant, or the weak of intellect, or the 
thoughtless, or the imprudent, deceive him- 
self," but " Let no man deceive himselfi" 

If the charge of self-deception were entirely 
confined to one man, what an object of sur- 
prise, animadversion and censure he would 
be; he would, indeed, be a rara avis in 
terris ; all men would run after him; every 
eye would gaze on him, every heart would 
marvel at him, and every tongue would revile 
him. One would say to another, ** Come see 
a man who deceiveth himself; is not this a 
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fool, a motley fool ? K not so frequent, would- 
not this be strange t That it is so frequent, 
this is stranger still I 

No sooner had the first man disobeyed God,, 
than he tried to hide himself amongst the 
trees of the garden. The sin-bom wish was 
father to the self-deceiving thought ; he desired 
to hide from Him whose frt)wn he had deserved, 
and feared to meet, and he had recourse to an . 
attempt as vain as that of the ostrich, which 
thinks, when it hides its head in the sand, that 
it will thereby be safe from its pursuers. 

All his hapless offspring have been self-- 
deceivers. The first of woman bom was one. 
He committed a crime, most foul, strange, and * 
un^tural, a brother's murder, and thought to 
deceive his Maker with a lie, when, to the 
question, "Where is Abel thy brother?" he 
replied, *^I know not: am I my brother's 
keeper ? " His Maker he could not, himself 
he did deceive. 

re the ways in which men still 
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deceive themselves, in various particiilare. 
They deceive themselves with respect to their 
views of their own self-importance, their good- 
qualities, their talents and attainments. ^^ If a 
man," says Saint Paul, " think himself to be 
something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth 
himself;" and, "Who maketh thee to differ 
from another ? and what hast thou that thou 
didst not receive ? Why dost thou glory as if 
thou hadst not received it?" 

They deceive themselves, with respect to 
God's word, when they put their knowledge 
of it in the place of obedience. To such it is 
said, "Be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving your own selves." 

They deceive themselves with respect to the 
character of their religion ; for example, " If 
any man seem to be religious, and bridleth not 
his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, that 
man's religion is vain." 

They deceive themselves with respect to 
sin. Few, perhaps, will deny that they are 
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« 

siimers ; but many think Ughdy of their sins, 

and imagine that their good actions have 

atoned for them; and, though unforgiven, 

because impenitent, they fsmcy they are fit to 
appear before God. Thus do they deceive 

themselves, for, " If we say we have no sin, 

we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

They deceive themselves with respect to 
death. ^^All men think all men mortal but 
themselves." Hence they are exhorted, " Go 
to now, ye that say, to-day or to-morrow we 
will go into such a city, and continue there a 
year, and buy and seU and get gain ; whereas 
ye know not what will be on the morrow. 
For what is your life ? It is even a vapour, 
that appeareth for a little time, and then 
vanisheth away." 

They deceive themselves also, and this is^ 
perhaps, the most £a,tal of their delusions, with 
respect to God's judgments. They imagine, 
because they are delayed, that they may make 
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light of His threatenings, and sin with impunity. 
" Because sentence against an evil work is not 
executed speedily, therefore the heart of the 
sons of men is fully set in them to do evil." 

Yet, perhaps, it is a delusion as fatal and 
more insidious that men are so ready to pass 
judgment on the self-deceiver ; but so seldom 
turn their thoughts inward, to inquire seriously 
whether to themselves it might not be said, 
" Thou art the man." Let such hearken to 
the words of St. Augustine, " Go up, my soul, 
into the tribunal of thy conscience, there set 
thy guilty self before thyself; hide not thyself 
from thyself, lest God bring thee forth before 
thyself." 
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WEEPING PETEK. 

" He wont out and wept bitterly." — Hatt. zxvi. 15. 

" The angels that kept not their first estate, 
left their own hahitation." Adam kept not his 
first estate, and he was driven out of Paradise. . 
Peter kept not his first estate, and he went 
out of the presence of Christ. " He that 
telleth lies," said David, " shall not tarry in my 
eight ;" and one look from the son of David 
constriuned Peter, who had committed timt 
offence, to withdraw from His sight. Swift as 
the lightning glance, that look penetrated the 
recesses of his inmost soul; and, "He went 
; hitterly." 

he trembled, cast bia eyw around 
vraree than be, bat none he foaad." 
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Whither he went we« know not : he no 
doubt sought some retired spot, where he 
could give full vent to his sorrow, unobserved 
by any human eye. But the eye of his 
Divine Master, when he turned and looked 
upon him, followed him ; and when he thought 
thereon, he wept the more. It was a look 
more of pity than of anger, the remembrance 
of which dissolved his heart with tenderness, 
and filled his eyes with tears. They were no 
crocodile's tears; but the genuine expression 
of regret for having denied Him with the lip, 
whom his heart still loved, to whom he owed 
so much, and whom he had vowed never to 
forsake. He called to mind, perhaps. His 
warning voice to the daughters of Jerusalem, 
"Weep not for me but for yourselves," and 
applied it to his own case. " Yes, dearest Lord," 
he would say, " I may well weep for myself, 
yet, oh, if my tears could but save Thee, I 
could weep night and day ! Oh, that mine 
head were water, and mine eyes a fountain 
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of tears^ for when I most deserved Thine 
anger^ Thou didst turn and look with pity 
upon me I" 

His trouble was greater than he could bear : 
for no sorrow is so great, as that whioh is 
complicated with a sense of guilt. ^^ The 
Bpirit of anum may bear hia infirmity ; buta 
wounded spirit who can bear ? " 

He sought not to palliate his offence with 
vain excuses ; such as, that the other disciples 
had echoed his words, ^^ Though all men should 
deny Thee, yet will I never deny Thee ;" and 
had yet all forsaken Him and fled ; that he had 
at least shown more courage, and more love to 
his Master than they ; who, had they exposed 
tiiemselves to the same temptation as he had^ 
would, no doubt, have fallen under its power; 
or, that he had uttered no word against his 
Master, and had only naturally tried to screen 
himself, and save his own life. 'No ; a sense 
of gmlt filled his mind to overflowing, and left 
no space for such thoughts to enter. How 
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many past scenes would come to his recollec- 
tion. He would call to mind the hour, when, 
with Andrew, his brother, he was casting his 
net in the sea of Galilee, and Jesus passed by, 
and called him to be a fisher of men — ^he 
would still behold His placid countenance; and 
His gentle accents would still linger in his 
ears — and that night, too, when afirighted by 
*the boisterous winds, and about to sink in the 
waters of the same sea, he cried out, ^^ Lord 
save me," and Jesus stretched out a willing 
hand for his rescue; and when, one of the 
fikvoured few, he ascended with Him the 
Holy Mount, where he would fiiin have built 
three tabernacles to retain his heavenly visi- 
tants. He would remember how he had par- 
taken of the loaves and fishes, miraculously 
provided for the multitude in the wilderness ; 
and how, when his wife's mother lay sick of a 
fever, Jesus had come and healed her. And 
jeach of these scenes, as it passed in review 
before him, and bore witness to his ingratitude^ 



I 

i 
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would augment his anguish, and cause his 
tears to flow afresh. 

How many thoughts, bitter as his tears, 
would crowd upon him. His Master's predic- 
tions of His sufferings and death would come 
back to his mind. And had he not himself 
seen His enemies spit upon Him, and buffet Him^ 
and smite Him with the palms of their hands ? 
How he would long to know the progress of 
that awful tragedy in the High Prieslfs Palace, 
into which he had entered " to see the end," 
but whence his own sinful act had expelled 
him. " Can it be possible," he would say, 

that upon so slight a charge from only two 
witnesses, and those false witnesses, they will 
in very deed put Him to death I Or, if such 
be their intent, will not He who saved others, 
save Himself? But, if He should escape, how 
can I, who in the hour of His extremity have 
denied and forsaken Him, expect His forgive- 
ness ? How can I again look Him in the face ? 
How can I hope to enter His kingdom ? Shall 



ON SHORT TEXTS. 97 

I," lie would say, "return and bear witness in 
His favour? Ah, no, it is too late; shame 
forbids it ; and if I were, one like me already 
perjured, could not be believed !" 

Again would his tears burst forth in torrents ; 
and happily for him, and for the Church of 
Christ, they did ; for had they not, mayhap 
his heart had burst with grief. But he was a 
chosen vessel ; he was to be restored to his 
Master's favour ; he was to be the honoured 
instrument, at the Pentecostal feast, in con- 
verting about three thousand souls ; he was by 
his labours to be amongst the foremost in 
founding the Christian Church ; he was, by 
his writings, to instruct it to the end of time ; 
and he was to bear testimony with his blood, 
and thus to be enrolled amongst the noble army 
of martyrs. 

" Peter," says St. Ambrose, " stood more 

firmly after he had lamented his fall, than 

before he fell, in so much as he found more 
grace than he lost grace/' 

H 
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Ask the very soul of Peter," says Hooker, 
and it shall undoubtedly make you itself this 
answer, ^ My eager protestations, made in the 
glory of my ghostly strength, I am ashamed 
of; but those crystal tears, wherewith my sin 
and weakness were bewailed, have procured 
me endless joy ;* my strength hath been my 
ruin, and my faU my stay- 

* Hooker could not have meant this in a way of merit; 
the whole tenor of his writings forbids the thought. 
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THE GOOD THING. 

" Whoso findeth a wife findetb a good thing."— 

Pbov. xviii. 22. 

The infinitely wise Creator, in whose mind 
originated the idea of a being, so noble ii^ 
reason, so wonderfiil in faculties, as man, must 
have well known, what was most adapted to 
the nature He had given him; what would 
contribute most to his advantage ; what would 
add most to his happiness ; and He it was, who 
passed the judgment, " It is not good for man 
to be alone ; I will make him an help meet for 
him." 

No doubt, in this arrangement. He had in 
view the replenishing of the beauteous world 
which His fiat had called into existence : but 

H 2 
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surely He could have accomplished that object 
by other means; and the fact that this was 
selected, proves it to have been the best. 

It may be afiirmed with reverence, that the 
first marriage was celebrated, when the Lord 
God, having made woman, " brought her unto 
the man," It is, therefore, fitly called holy 
matrimony : it is " a state honourable in all 
men, signifying unto us the mystical union 
that is betwixt Christ and His church : " and 
any thought that would cast a doubt upon this, 
Cometh not from above, but from our destroyer, 
foe alike of God and man. 

Woman has been aptly called, " God's last, 
best gift to man : " and if she were necessary 
to the completion of his happiness before the 
Fall, how much do they now need the com- 
panionship of each other, to lighten, by offices 
of mutual love, each other's burden in their 
share of woe. 

We pronounce a thing to be good, which is 
usefril, valuable, ornamental, or salutary : and 
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all these a godly woman (and such alone can 
be intended in the text) is to her husband. 

Who is so useful to a man as his wife ? She 
is to him a second self. Whom can he trust 
like her ? Who will consult his best interest 
like her ? For his interest is her own. Who 
will make such sacrifices for him as she? 
Who else will fly on his errands with the wings 
of love ? Who besides is so willing to spend, 
and to be spent in his service? Who so dis- 
interested? Who so devoted? Who satisfied 
with so small a reward ? One look of affection, 
one smile of favour, one word of encourage- 
ment, is all that she requires. She is in every 
way his helpmate : her presence cheers him, 
her words animate. him, her wants stimulate 
him. She is the Alpha and Omega of his 
existence. She is to him what the magnet is 
to the needle, or the pole-star to the mariner. 
She is a cordial drop, to sweeten the bitter cup 
of life : and what the oasis is in the desert, 
that she is in the dreary desert of the world. 
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A wife is also valuable; nay^ she is above all 
value ; " Her price is far above rubies, aud all 
the things that can be desired are not to be 
compared unto her." Riches, without her, 
would be poverty ; poverty, with her, is riches ; 
for, if her husband have riches, he will enjoy 
them only with her ; if poverty come upon him, 
he will find his riches in her. She is like a 
treasure hid in a field: which, when a man 
hath found, for joy he goeth and selleth all 
that he hath, and buyeth that field. She is a 
treasury, not into which a man casts of his 
abundance, but whence he may draw supplies 
in every time of need. 

A wife is also omameniaL She is a crown 
to her husband, to adorn his head withaL She 
is the desire of his eyes, be she what she may 
in the eyes of another. But the body is only 
the casket; and, however great may be its 
beauty, it is only skin deep, and it will soon be 
food for worms ; whereas the soul is the jewel, 
contained within the casket; and if the husband 
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have a spiritaal eye, he will moBt admire in 
her the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, 
which is in the sight of God of great price ; 
the beauty of holiness — ^the only real beauty — 
and the reflected image of her Saviour, who is 
the fairest among ten thousand, and the alto* 
gether lovely. 

Thus adorned, he will see in her, " neither 
spot or wrinkle, or any such thing ; " and will 
address her, in the words of the spouse in the 
Canticles, " Thou art all fisdr, my love, there is 
no spot in thee." 

Moreover, a wife is salutary : she is a remedy 
for her husband's weaknesses. His affection 
for her, his delight in her, his vows to her, 
restrain his eye from roving, his heart from 
lusting, and his foot from falling. His inter- 
course with her, like the study of the liberal 
sdiences, but in a higher degree, tends to soften 
his manners, nor suffers them to be brutal 

In time of sickness, a wife is thb physician's 
best auxiliar : no hand so smooth, no voice so 
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sweet, no look so gentle. She wearies with no 
watching ; she foregoes no fatigue ; she deserts 
no duty. Hence, a great master of satire, 
could find no more bitter taunt for a sick 
miser than this, " Even thy wife wishes not 
thy recovery." 

In time of trouble a wife, beyond any other, 
affords consolation. She best can minister to 
a mind distressed; she best can spread the 
salve over every sore; she best can supply, 
a balsam for the wounded spirit. 

The husband should regard his wife as a 
good thing. His love to her should be pure 
as the riven snow upon the mountain's summit, 
or the plumage of the swan that sails majes- 
tically on the lake, spread out at its base. 
Ardent as the ever-burning fire upon the altar 
in the.temple of the Lord. " Strong as death ; " 
a love "which many waters cannot quench, 
and the floods cannot drown."- Unchangtahh 
as an ever salient spring, whose waters never 
cease to flow. Lasting as the mountains, which 
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can never be moved, but abide fast for ever. 
Boundless as a mighty ocean, without a bottom 
or a shore. 

The husband should also treat her as a good 
thing. It is surely the height of folly, as well 
as the height of wickedness, for the husband 
to ill treat his wife ; for, if " he that loveth 
his wife loveth himself," it must be equally 
true that he who ill treateth his wife, ill treateth 
himself. They are no more twain but one: 
*^ Therefore shall a man leave his father and 
his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife; 
and they shall be one flesh." 
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THE FAITHFUL WITNESS. 



" Verily verily I say unto thee."— John iii 6. 

The word rendered ** verily" ie, in the 
original, " amen : " a Hebrew word, the pri- 
mary meaning of which is truth, firmness, 
stability. As an affirmation, it signifies **It 
is so, in truth, verily." 

It is worthy of observation, that in the New 
Testament, as Mr. Parkhurst observes in his 
Greek Lexicon, no one but our blessed Lord 
Himself uses " amen " at the beginning of a 
sentence, as a word of affirmation. Through- 
out St. John's Gospel, but in neither of the 
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other Gospels, this word is doubled. The 
repetition of the word, according to an idiom 
of the Hebrew language, makes it more 
emphatic: e.g. in the passage, *^ Thou wilt 
• keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed 
on Thee ; " in the Hebrew, it is, " in peace, 
peace." 

The word " Amen," when applied as a title 
to our blessed Lord, signifies the faithfiil or 
true witness. 

The author is not aware that any one has 
interpreted these words otherwise than " In 
truth I say unto thee ; " but, as " Amen " is 
one of the names or titles of our blessed Lord, 
and, as before remarked, it is used at the 
beginning of a sentence by Him alone in the 
New Testament, it is, with great diffidence, 
submitted whether it may not mean *^I, the 
Amen (that is, the faithful or true witness), 
say unto thee;" in the same manner as St 
Paul, addressing the Galatians, says, ^^ Behold 
I, Paul, say unto you ; " or, as St. John says. 
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*^ I, John, was in the Isle of Patmos," &c. If 
this conjecture be tenable, the repetition of 
the word would correspond with " I, even I," 
in Isaiah xliii. 25, and other passages of the 
Old Testament. But in whichever sense the 
words are understood, whether as signifying 
that the speaker is faithful and true, or that 
what is uttered by him is so, is perhaps not 
very material. 

Our blessed Lord, we may be sure, did not 
affect singularity; yet there must have been 
something of a very marked character in the 
style of His language, which distinguished it 
from that of all others, to draw forth such 
observations as, " Xever man spake like this 
man ; " and *^ He taught as one having autho- 
rity, and not as the Scribes." His word 
came with power. Whether he said to 
a man, " Follow me ; " or to the devils, 
" Depart ; " or to the lame, " Arise and 
walk ; " or to the blind, " Receive thy sight ; ^ 
or to the raging billows, " Peace be still ; " 
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he was immediately obeyed : for *^ all 
power in heaven and in earth was given 
unto Him." 

But what gives the utmost value to all that 
He uttered, is the fact that it was infallibly 
true. How little reliance is ordinarily to be 
placed on the words of men ; for even where 
we can depend on their veracity, how liable 
they are through inadvertence, mistake, or 
forgetfulness, to deceive themselves and others. 
Yea, even in the pulpit does not the trumpet 
sometimes give an uncertain sound? But to 
our blessed Lord, who was *^very God of 
very God," we may apply the Scripture, " A 
God of truth and without iniquity, just and 
right is He." He was the fountain of truth : 
hence it was as impossible for aught but truth 
to proceed from His lips, as it is for a fountain 
to send forth from the same place both sweet 
water and bitter. He says of Himself (and 
though He bore record of Himself, His record 
was true), " To this end was I born, and for 
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this purpose came I into the world, to bear 
witness to the truth." 

These words, " Verily verily I say unto 
thee," are familiar to every one; they have 
frequently met our eye, they have repeatedly 
sounded in our ears ; but have they ever pene- 
trated our hearts? Have we ever given to 
them the serious attention they merit ? For it 
was when our blessed Lord was about to utter 
some truth of more than ordinarily grave and 
ponderous import, that He introduced it with 
this asseveration: and it should be borne in 
mind, that it applies to the whole of any dis- 
course to which it is the introduction, and 
sometimes more especially to a later part of it 
than to what immediately follows. See 
John vi. 36. 

The following are amongst the most remark- 
able of these sayings : — 

" Verily verily I say unto thee, except a 
man be born again [or from above, avcyfev], he 
cannot see the Kingdom of God ; " as if He 
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would say, " Settle this in your hearts, as a 
most undoubted truth, that every man without 
exception, who would enter the Kingdom of 
God, must have produced within him a mar- 
vellous change, and that this change must 
come from above ; it must be wrought 
by the almighty power of God the Holy 
Ghost." 

" Him that cometh unto me, I will In no wise cast out." 

That our blessed Lord should make no 
limitation, but express His willingness to 
receive every one of the lost race of Adam 
who cometh unto Him, including even those 
who nailed Him to the tree, is a truth so deep, 
a development of love so amazing, so divine, 
that, like the idea of eternity or infinity, the 
human mind cannot fathom it; it is to be 
believed, but surpasses comprehension. It 
hath never been forgotten by Him who uttered 
it; it hath been abundantly proved to be a 
promise as faithful as He from whose gracious 
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lipB it proceeded. How many have been pre- 
served by it from utter despiur ! On how 
many a heart hath it been engraven, " as with 
an iron pen, and lead in the rock for ever," to 
be erased neither in this world nor in that 
which ia to come^ 

"Whosoever liTelh and beliovetb in me shall never 

Weil might our blessed Lord, after this de- 
claration, put the question, " Believest thou 
this?" as if He would have SEud, " Can thy 
mind grasp the fact, can thy heart receive 
it, that I, who appear amongst you in the 
likeness of man, do in very deed hold the 
keys of life and death; and that those who 
Koltaira In me eholl never perish, but have 
life?" 

:r ye shall ask the Father In my name, He will 

the promise of one who could say. 
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'* As the Father knoweth me, even so I know 
the Father. Be our wants, therefore, what 
they may, however great or however many, 
whether for our bodies or our souls, if we aik 
the Father in Chrisfs name, in faith and 
nothing doubting, they shall assuredly be 
supplied. 

These sayings of our blessed Lord should be 
received with profound reverence ; not as the 
words of man, but as they are in truth the 
words of God, who "hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by His Son." 

They should be relied on with impUcit 
confidence, as proceeding from Him who 
has assured us, " Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but my words shall not pass 
away." 

They should be stored in the memory, and 
treasured up in the heart, after the example of 
the Psalmist, who says, " Thy word have I 
hid in my heart.'' 

And, above all, they should be obeyed. 

I 
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« If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye 
do them." 

He which testifieth these things, saith, 
** Surely I come quickly." Amen. Even so 
come. Lord Jesus. 



THE END. 
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